HISTORY OF COLUMRBUS
IN NINETEENTH CENTURY
(Contiuned from page five.)

ent of Education; Thomas Cooper
(1818), Cincinnatus Cooper (1818),
grandfather to J. W, Cooper, cirenit
clerk; Conrad Hacklemam (1818),
Jesse Wilkams, Martin Franks and
William Ellis.

On the north, Benjamin Hewson
(1817). “B. G. Hendricks, Sr., father
to Mrs. Keeler and graadfather to
Mrs. Flood; Thomas SBampson, Roddy
Smith, Vaughan, Morris, Dunean,
Smith, Muyfield and Murhpy. A large
portion of the Caledonia coumtry was
not settled until after 1840. '

This record would be ipcomplete
without another list of names, com-
ing in the thirties, sixty or seventy
years ngo, who with those already
mentioned made old Lowndes famous

i.m.nml

Silas M’'Bee, John Deck,
William Leech and David Kimeaid, be
and they are
ssiohers to
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And be it further enacted,
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See. 2.

Monroe county, at the first term of
court, after the passage of this act,

lor at any subsequent term of said

court, to appoint three agents for the
purpose of leasing said town loty;
and the said agents or a majority of
themr shall have pewer to lease the!
said lots for the term of ninety-nine

for its hospitable homes, good poli-| years, reserving an amval rent there-

tics, pure religion and unimpeachable
integrity, the writer recalls the
names of jCox, Littleton, Gordmm,
Shields, Randolph, Meade, Neilson,
Botters, Minter, Feemster, Rowan,
Kidd, Thomas, Wood, Belk, Buck,
Flood, Tunnell, FEubanks, Shirley,
Enell, Barksdale, Payne, Jordan, Seal,
Lauderdale, Crigler, Golding, Ellis,
Adams, Acker, and Laws.

Among the general facts of histori-
enl interest it may be proper to men-
tion that although the county on the
east side of the Tombigbee River
belonged to the Chickasaw Indians,
there was an almost entire uabsence
of evidence of Indian  settlements,
such as Indian relics, remains of
Indian villages or farms, there being
only one tiotable exception to the
statement, Fifteen miles below Col-
umbus, opposite Union Bluff, near the
Tombighee River, there is a large
mound situated in the midst of an
Indian field, the field being covered
with pine trees apparently one or two
centuries old. This mound appears
to have been erected as a place of
defcase against other tribes or a place
of safety for their stock in high wa.
ter.

This portion of the country extend-
ing northward te Beaver and Bear
Creeks was probably the hunting
grounds of the Chickasaws as it
abounded in deer, turkeys, bear,
beaver, otter, wolves, and wild ecats,

Another noticeable feature of this
section was its complete isolation,
being separated from all other parts
of the Btate, on the south, west, and
north by the territories of the Choe-
taw ' and Chickasaw Indians, one
hundred and twenty or more miles
in width, on which white settlers
werg nop permitted to locate and

o

through which mothing but Indian:

trails, not wagon roads, were allow-
ed to run. It had to depend for its
population and comforts of civiliz-
ed life upon the State of Alabama,
itsalf a sparely settled wilderness.

For a verification of this feagre|
and rapid history of Lowndes county That the aforesaid

| for, payable on a certain day in each
|year, and to take security from the,
lessces as to Insure a certainty and
lpunctuality of payment; and in case
‘of any vacancy in said agency, the
said county court shall have power to
fill the same as occasicn may, from
'time to time, require. It shall be
the duty of said agents or a majority
| of them, to give public notice at threo
public places in said county, of the
day and place of leasing said lots at
'least twenty days previous thereto;
and they shall on such day or days

| offer the said lots separately at publie

[ outery, and the same shall be leased

[to the highest bidder.

{ Bec. 3, And b eit further enacted,
That it shall be the duty of the agents

! appointed, or a majority of them, un-

-lder the direction of the said county

| court, to apply with impartiality the

{ proceeds arising from the rents of

| gaid loty and lands to the purpose of
| education and no other, according to
'the direction of the act of congross,

entitled “An act to provide for leas-

ing certain lands reservéd for support
1 of schoals,” in the Mississippi Terri-
| tory, approved the ninth day of Jan-

uary, eighteen hundred and fifteen;
lgmad that said agents shall before en-
itering on the duties of their ageney
give security to the said county court,
in such sum and penalty as said court
shall require, conditioned for the |
ifaithful discharge of their duty in all/
| respects,

See. 4. And be it further enacted, |
That the said agents shall have power
and authority to lease for the purpose
of improvement, or for an ‘annual
rent, the other lands in said county

propriated by the congress of the
' States ' to the support of
Jschools; they in all things conforming
‘to the directions of the act of con-
gress herein before referred to.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted,
That there shall be established in the
county of Monroe an academy by the

name of Franklin Academy.

Sec. 6. Awmd be it further enacted, |
commigsioners

l
hereby appointed com- | hereby authorized to raise by way of point in 1838 there was a survey made
lay out the southwest lottery for the bevefit of said acad- by Walthall, Hodge & Co., for & town

for town lots, which shall not |
_than one acre, nor less
of an acre, as they That all acts and parts of acts, com- | gentlemen bought this property frem

That when the commissioners shnlll
have laid out said town lots, it shall '
be the duty of the county court of |

missioners or trustees hmfwﬁtm

mentioned,
~Sec, 10. And be it further enact-
ed, That the trustees be and they are

id fractional section, or emy, the sum of five thousand dolinrs, to be enlled “Prospect Hill.”

on such scheme and plan as they may
deem advisable.
Sec. 11, And be it further enacted,

ing within the purview and mean:
ing of this act, be and they are here-
by repealed.
BEVERLY R. GRAYSON,
Speaker of the House of Rep,
JAMES PATTON,
Lieut.-Gov. and President of Senate.
Approved, February 10, 1821,
GEORGE POINDEXTER.

CHAPTER IIT.

Survey and Plan of Town Continued
—Leases and Lease-Hold Titles.
The sixteenth section, township 18,

range 18 west, ordeved by the above

act to be surveyed and laid off to
town lots of not more than one acre
or less than one-fourth of an scre
each, is situated within the present
limits of the City of Columbus and
may be bounded as follows: Begin
at a point near the west end of Fourth
avenue, south, formerly LuFayette
street, rurming thence one mile due
cast (passing immediate!y in front of
the old Barry residence facing what
was then the south end of Market
street) to a point near tht southenst
corner of the grounds of the Indus-
triel Institute and College, thence
north, on a lime passing alorg the

east boundary of the old grave.yard’

at east end of Main street to a point
on the corporation line one mile from
the southesst corner, thenss west on
the corporation line, ronning through
Dr, Hardy's residoace, to a point one
mile west of said northeast corner,
thence one mile south to the point of
beginning on the Tombighee River.
These are the boundries as they ap-
pear on the present maps of the eity,

It is plain that the surveyors did
not lay off the streets and squares
parallel with the section lines. The
most apparcat reason for this diver-

gence is that they desired to eon- |

form to the longest lines east and
west, and morth and south on the
Tombighee bluff, or wished to make
the principal streets, Main and
Market, a continuance of the impert-
ant country roads entering the town.

The streets fail to conform with
|the point of the compass, the section

lines heing our guide, by about two
hundreéd yards in a mile. This ae-
gounts for the fractional squares on
all gides of the section. The survey
made about fifteen streets running
enst wnd west and the same number
running north and south, thus di-
viding the section inte about 225
squares and fractions. To corrobor-
ate the idea that the surveyors had
regard to the long distances on the
crest of the bluff, we find that most
of the sites of the early residences

we are indebted to pages of facts, in- hereinbefore expressly named of the|were located on this ridge runnig
northeast to southwest. This prefer-

cidents and dates, collected by Hon.

president and trustees of Franklin

L. D. Landrum, Esq., who purposed,lf.'tcademy. and by that name shall be |

at one time, to write a history of
Lowndes county, Notably, in his

chapters, are the statement of Boa- !
jamin Hewson,( ninety years of agt-,‘

taken down by his daughter in 1808,

. capable in law, to sue an

i be sued, |
implead and be impleadeh. in any |
‘nf the courts of law or equity in this!
State, to receive all donations, and |
general, may do all acts for the bene- |

and Davie Craven (colored), taken fit of said Institution which are in-

down in his own Janguage, both
known to the writer and which we
believe very nearly authentic. We|
hopg Mr. Landrum will not permit
his material for a history of Lowndes
county to be lost or go unpubliched.
- Notwithstanding its isolation this
tervitory in five years was sufficient-
ly populated to be organized  into
Monree county. Of even date with

J

the organization of Monroe counyt, |
in 1821, the town of Columbus, with a
wide-awake and commendable energy |
and with an intuition and wisdom,
that looked like foresight, promptly
availed itself of the very best assist-

ance its new governmental relations|

could afford. The same legislature
that organized Manroe county passed

a bill directing the survey and lease of |

the sixteenth section on which Col-|
umbus was situated and the estab- |

cident to, or of right appertaining
to bodies politic and corporate,
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted,

i That the first meeting of the trustecs

shall be on the first Monday in Jume
next, in the town of Columbus, at
which time and place they or a ma-|
jority of them shall ¢hoose & pres-
ident by ballot, out of their own body,
and in case a majority shall not at-
tend at the first appointed meeting,
it shall be in the power of any three
members to call a meeting of said
trustees by advertisemant in the town |
of Columbus, giving ten days notice |
of said intended meeting, at which,‘
time the members present shall be |
competent to choose a president; and |
thereafter the ordinary meetings of |
the board of trustees shal!l be on their
own adjournment,

See. 8. And be it further enacted,

lishment of the Frankiin Academy.|That the president or in his absence,

This bill being the most important
and oldest public document in the!
history of Columbus, we hereby ap-
pend it in foll.

For this copy of the bill we are
indebted to Col. W. D. Humphries, ex- |
mayor of the City, who obtained it
after persistent effort from the pub-
liec records at Jackson, Miss. Colum-
bus owes Col. Humphries a large and |
long degt of gratitude for securing
this valuable document.

An Act to Authorize a Lease of Cer- |
tain Town Lots Therein Named,
and For Other Purposes.
Whereas, Tt has been made to ap-
pear that the town site of Co!umbml
is' included in the sixteenth section |
of fractional township number eight.
em, range number eighteen, west of
the basis meridian of Madisen coun-

ty, Alabama, therefore,

Section 1. Be it enacted by tha[
Senate and House of Representatives!
of the State of Mississippi, in gen-|
eral assembly convened, That Wil.

a member shall be chosen, pro tem- |
pore, s president of the present
meeting, and that the board of trus-|
tees appointed by this act, shall have |
full power to fix upon a site for
erecting and building said academy;
they shall also have power of con-
trolling the regulations of such in-
stitutions, and of employing such
teachers as they may deem neces-

|sary for the literary order of said

academy and the good morals of the
students, |

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted,
That the trustees may increase their!
numbers to the number of twelve
and no wore; they may fill by ballet
all vacancies occasioned by death,
remeval or resignation; the board
mAay, at their regular meetings, ap-
point & succgssor or successors; Pro-
vided, That the person or persons so
chosen or appointed shall, o his se-
cepting said appointment, bind him-
self in a bond precisely in the same
manner as is preseribed for the cow-

sites on this ridge
lm all the ridge was oc.
(cupied to the base of the hills two
‘miles north the town, at which

The
town - of Prospect Hill included the
big spring o Military road, two and
a half miles from Colombus. Theae

la Chickasaw Indian named Immuho-
boh, who avctived it as his reservs-
tion from the United States govern-
ment.

" In the original sarvey Main strect
| occupied its present location, running
enst atyd west mcross the soction, be-
ing 120 feet wide, and termingted on
|the west at the [lerry across the
Tomhigb«,ul‘ doex now by the iron
bridge over that stream, amd on the
east by connection wWith the eounty
road crossing at a ferry on the Lux.
apalila, now spanned by an iron
bridge. This read connccts Colum-
bus with Pickens and Fayette copn-
ties, Ala. Market street, cighty feet
wide, crossed Main right
angies, and &t its southern extremity
was a continuation of the lower Tus-
caloosa road, which running dingonals
ly across h squarce left the tevwn st
the Palmer Orphanage, thence sou
to a ferry across the Lux
a place where Blewett's bri
m 1837, formerly swod. Thia
was first over which the stapes p

street st

| Y
-kl
i . built

il

anslils
APkt

ed bringing the .hail and passengors with

to Columbus.

Market streety @t its northern ex
tremity, connecbed with the Hamil-
ton road, which leads to old Hamil-
ton, the county gent of Monroe cous
ty. The tmly point on thepe tw
strects that ean boe rohied on as cor
rect, from the original survey, prud
showing the prope direction. of “the
i survey, s the brick tmilding on the
southwest corner of the Mgin und
Market street erossing built by Henr
W. Hunt, in 183]_,' or 1832, the w:
of which still efeupy their original
site, ‘The buildimg is now occupied
as Hirshman's dry roods store.

About 1830 an additional survey
'was added to the survey of the 16th
goction, at its somthwest comaer, and
called Moores sarvey. Moore's
vey was bounded on the north by the
16th section line, on the east by St.
Johns, now Fourth strect, on the west
by the Tombighes River. This survey
was laid off into strects and squares
to correspond with the plan of the
|tm. with one exception, the sub-
division of the squarc made the lots
' rin east amd west instead of north
!and south. The date of ‘the survey

|

sur-

owndes cownty was estgblishod and
Cplumbus became the county seat, be-
cause the residences of some pf our
oldest citirens, notably T. M. Tucker,
il!. 8. Bennett, Roddy Smith, L. G.
Hateh, =und others were located on
| that survey at that time.

. Next, at a later date, prior to 1836,
|came Barry's survey, joining @ ghe
| town on the southeast. This survey
was bounded em the north by the six-

is leated at or .befdre ‘1830, when |

\ "
teenth stction line, on the east by an

oxtension of the section line south
seven squgres, thence west to St
John's street. The squares and streets
in Barry's survey do not ccBrespond
extictly with those in the plan of the
wwin The east and weat streets ap-
pear to have been named for some
of the female members of the Barry
family.

The next survey, which was made
in February, 1836, was that of Hop

original  deeds contain  the words,
“Renewerable Forever,” asz an ad-
dition to the term of legse of “Ninety-
Nine Years,” contained in the Act,

However this irregularity in ex-'the lot, asd after the 'reduetion movs
tending (he term of lease may have od the house bask agsin. é 1
occurred, the validity of the dJeeds Keelor's Almanae for IR50 coataing »
cautaining this extension, has been this item, “The s-hool fund amounts ::-
ratified by legislative wsets, both of o hetwesn 32500 and §$3000 amn- !
the State (Act of 1830) and genera! poally, acder the supervision of & o

povernment (Act of Congress 1857.)
The Staute Act of 1830 pot only

kins and Grigsby, #and coupprised ratified the past action of the trustess
that part of the present plan and of the Franklin Academy but con.
not included im the other surveys. tinued their authority collect aml
The public sale of the squares and control the sixbeonth section schaol
lots in Qrigsby’s survey was accomp- moaey and to imsert “Revewable For-

anfed with il the sttendants of a

siodern clty boom, such as s brass

Butsdl, frew whiskey,
The present Cits
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! l'nl!“j_'\ laid off

squarcs do npot

crevtes and squn ( [}
"1"- n Robaoet Vadition, a
carvey, well laid ol and ray
up with comfortabl 1§
thrifiy people
Lense-Hold Titles and Property.
Fhe commissionors having « |
th the provisions of the A
lating to the survey of the sectio
il s divigion into e I i
most important duty in the Act A
leasing of these 1ot which dity wa
ip formed ]l'\' Lthree geet its, fppoint
od by the county oot of Sonroc
county, Hon. Stephen Cocke being
the L] L‘-I}‘ il "f L.l 1 \d . ‘ThLES "." b Pl
stanme I8 nt  thin  tin procaiating
These agents are stpposeed Lo hive

vomplisd strietly with the provision

v yaf the Act and leassd at pablic out
cry to the highest bidde wee ol
for a termi of ninety-nine yéars, fo

pecificd sums to be annually vel
Jected and properly secured, and to
have approprately applied the
imoney thus raised for school put
[HYRES,

It algo appears probable from sub

sequent fucts, that these agents turn
ed over the money first recvived from
these leases to the trustecs of the
Franklin Academy, an Institution in.
corporated by the same act, and foy

which the trustees hnd been appeoint, |
This board of trustees was composed
of the same persons who were com

missioned to survey and lay off the

ll!l.

p It is ulso probable that these
|agents naot  only turned over the
money to the bourd of trustees but:
that
"make deeds or lease-hold titles for the
lote which hgd It
certainly true, that the original deed:
or lesse-hold titles algned by
the uof the
emy, and that the money arising from
the leases, was collected by them.

Another fact i

they also empowered them to

been  leased, 18

were

Franklm Acad-

Lrustee:

also true, that these

in thelr future deeds,
fact

Ver
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168k secticn legse-halt property in the Hunt's Balyve, f "
town of Columbus, J4 that from the H_u’r:‘:;i-.‘c::: ,:M:m’“ b .
- . pot ireatment of
time of laasiog in 1821 to 1899, it was :r‘"'h Ectemn, Ring worm, aad
: y : estar, apd is aold by the drugs
not conaldered subject to laxation of it om i8e atricl guaractee thas
: " 1 5 . I the purchase price, e, willbe
any ined anct thet from 1821 to 1539, a rmv“’”mmmw“
period of eighteen years, o taxes of ::'x:l;;:gmr"rrmm'm b -
o . or sale iocally by
any kind werp collected, nlthoagh dur
ing that period Lowndes county had T. L. Dowdle, Caledonia
bewn organmised amnd the town of Col -
b lected as the counzy sout DR' WI E R[(/HARDS
| X P T e ,_.,,l-“,_‘._,{ ;_:I N
10 al county ar atn L - ¥ o
‘.. 1Tpal, unty and sta P:}e’ Ear’ hohe and i
in th i 19, the towty of Col 'I"hmat
twir!f in need of J T W,
iy i ipal PUYNOEeS (ot And the fltt]ng Of
i purchn a hre engine)  ap GLASSES
I by a petition from the mayor -
it ard Lmen the Staw " ) 3
Gomttitice 60 BRatt (it W¥ oW .Office over ‘Buders Jewelry. _
to fevy tax on these exemptod Store, -
school lots for thi ;'ur:--'--u--l In uc Office Hours: 9 to 12:30 o
O dik ith 1 n which was
corporated 1 the Aet, the Legis 2:30 to 6. -+
lgture of 1236 suthorized “the muyor Reafdence Phone 254.
ml selectmen to colloct @ municing] | ——— ="
tax of 1-4 of | per cent. from year
LD YT DR T H HENRY ~
This right » s lease-holil sthowol " * y -
propert: woers and in 1844 the Aet PHYS[C!AN -
of 1859 wns vepenled, but in 1840 § .
wis recnaclsd with the .|-!!hul"-l_}' to - OEIlCC:
tax ext I o the State andd County Flnt Shte Bank Bld‘.
% wel nd 10 1887 an act declared ‘R M
lease-hold property subjeet to tax. ||  PHONES ] Hesidence 188 | =
ation like any other property, This
act was sustained by o decision of | e——————— . S—
the Supreme Court of Mississippi in
1508, in the eaxe of Street and others J F l -
versus City of Colambus. The sttor “ L cy -
neys were Hon. J. A, Orr for plain- DENT'
tiff and Col, Wm. Baldwin for the city, ST -
For n verificuation of these statements TH M.r'“ a“e n.-..i “. =
gl facts, the reader is referred to PHONE 30
this decision of the supreme court, g
The amount of lease AriSing from | sem——— ————
the lots in the 1¢th section in Col.! :
umbus, at one time, reasched &1 ap- "
proximate of §6,000, bat hus been re- Dl'. S. L HO“I“SW'[& -
dueced by Torfeitures and relegsing to! Office: al
the present amount of $2.308564. For 3¢d Floor 1st State Bank o
thirty yenrg back the trustees of the Building. X
Franklin Academy have maintanied | p—
the poliey of not allowing the leases Sto12a m 2toSp.m. o
to fall below this amount, © In all Sundays by appointment, ~
forfeitures, their agent is instructed F a5 . -
5 oAy IR ) Practice limited to the dis
to bid the lease due, as the lowest cases of the Ev Ear. N ]
hid to be r:-.-u.vmi'_ N " "“Cl‘ WY ?u -
The lnst® instanes of iaaaria and Throat and Proper Fit-
kil A i TEEUCHER O ting of Glasses. v
was that in the property now owned
by Col. T. J. O'Neill many years e - — .
previous, Mr. A. K, Wolfington re- ;
DR. T. T. BOX
Office and Diagnostic
Laboratories
COLUMBUS NATIONAL
BANK BUILDING
Office Hours:
10to 12ZA. M. — 3tod P.M

“GIM'ME A LOAD”

FRED HAYSLETT |

duced the lease on his lot, now owned
by Mr. Blanche Weaver, by moving a
two-story residence bavk atross the
ith section line, which ram throogh

board of tristzos elected every two

yeurs by the resident voters of the

township.
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